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ADJOURNMENT--ROYAL SHOW.
The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. C.
¥, Baxter—East) [855]: I move— :

That the House at its rising adjourn to
Thursday, the 9th inst.

Question put and passed.
. House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Negislative Fssembdly,

Tuesday, 7th October, 1919,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n. and read prayers,
QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FIREWOOD

HAULAGE,
Mr. MUNSTE asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, Wihat was the total amount
received in fre1ght for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1919, by the Railway
Department for the llaulage of firewood—
(a) between Kurrawang and Golden Gate,
and (b) between Lakeside and Kamballict
2, What charges, if any, are being made to
the Lakeside Pirewood Company for the
right to haul firewood over the Lakeside-
Kamballie scction of the Government rail-

wayt
The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, (a) 159,099 tons, freight £10,418.

(b) Lakeside and Kamba.lhe, 157,816 tons,
freight £15,533. 2, Fourpence per ton, Tn
addition to this a charge of threepence per
ton is made for the wse of our wagons on
the company’s line.

on them?
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QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.

Blocks mortgaged to banks and
poison-infested.

Mr., WILLCOCK asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the associated banks are
endeavouring to get soldiers to take up
blocks which are mortgaged to theinh, with
a view to the soldiors subsequently obtain-
ing an advance under the Boldier Bettle-
ment. Scheme? 2, Is hs algo aware that
some of the blocks referred to have poizon
3, If 50, will he advise soldiers
taking up land under the foregoing ecireum-
stances to obtain a guarantee that there ‘is
no poison on the tand, or that if poison is
plesent they will be advised accordingly?

Tihe PREMIER replied: 1, No, 8, No.
3; The Controlier, Soldler Setitlement
Scheme, will take all precautions possible,

This is now done in every case. Where an

advaneca i3 asked on the security of land.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, GERALDTON-
QUE, WASHAWAY.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ts he aware that there is a
serions washaway at the 193-miles or there-
abouts on the Geraldten-Cue railwayt 2,
Is hé awave that there have heen several
serious wasghaways at the spot gince the line
was constructed? 3, Will he endeavour,
during the period of repairs, to have some
provigion made for the storm waters to pass
under the line and save the serious disloca-
tion of traffic and expense of repairs which
have been necessary in the past owing to
washaways in this locality?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Considerable: wagshaways teok
place on the Cue line between 179 miles and
195 miles on the night of the 30th ult, and
were made safe for the passage of trains
early on the morning of the 3rd inst. 2,
Washaways have occurred about this mile-
age on several previous oceasions. 3, Addi-
tional openings have been placed under the

" line. and the line has heen Jowered to allow

of the flood waters passing over the rails,
gimilar to the original congtruction of the
line between Cue and Naonine. The Chief
Engineer will visit the localities during the
week.,

Q UESTION—WHEAT, GUARANTEED
PRICE.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Honorary Min-
ister: 1, What iz the guarantes given to
the farmers for this season’s crop of wheat
per bushel? 2, Doeg this guarantee inelnde
freight to. the port or depot? 3, In the event
of the gunranteed price not bemg realiged,
who will make up the difference between the
guatanteed price and the price actually re-
aligdd?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
The ‘guarantee price to the farmer for tha



782

1919-20 harvest delivered is 5s. per bushel,
f.a.q. 2, No. 3, Any difference between the
guarantee price and the price realised will be
ghared bétween the State concermed and the
Commonwenlth,

 QUESTION—MINING SURVEYORS,

My, LUTEY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, The number of surveyors operat-
ing in the Hampton Plaing and surrounding
distrieta? 2, Does he think the number suffi-
cient, consu]ermg the extraordinary number
of leases that have been pegged south of
Mount Robinson for a distance of over 60
miles?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
I have no definife knowledge. 2, There are
so far 37 leases applied for on Crown lands
within the ares named, and the work can
easily be managed by the contract surveyor
for the district, who i3 vp there. SBo far as
the plotting shows, there is no overlapping
and consequently no nocessity for immediate
survey. The surveys of the areas within the
Hampton Plains boundaries are not carried
out by the department.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FLAT RATE,
NAREMBEEN-KONDININ,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has consideration been given
to the request for the introduction of a flat
rate on produce and goods on -the Narem-
been-Kondinin section of the Yilliminning-
Kondinin-Merredin line? 2, In considering
this matter, will he bear in mind the soldier
settlement at Wadderin, and the large num-
ber of men who are going on to other blocks
round about this district?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—POTASSIC FER-
TILISERS,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the
Minister:
procure supplics of potash for orchardists,
market gardeners, and the potate and onion
growers of this State? 2, Have the glauco-
nite sond deposits at Gingin been tested fo
prove their suitability as a potassic ferti]iser
for agriculiural purposest 38, Will he in-
form the Honse—{(a) What steps have been
taken to-work the alunite deposits at Kan-
owna and Northampton; and (b) Ts there a
reasonable prospect of these deposits being
utilised for fertilising purposes in the im-
medidte future? 4, Will he make every effort
to make avaﬂa.b]e this most necessary far-
tilisert

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The Mines Department has reported that the
latest adviee is that 129 tons of alunite ore
have been treated, yielding 90 tons of fer-
tiliser ready for use. The present plant is

Honorary -
1, Are any efforts being made to-

[ASSEMBLY.)

producing six tons per day, which, in the
near future, will proha.bly be increased to
20 toms.

BILL—TRAFFIC.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION.
Tn Committee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
General in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and Z2—agreed to.
Cizuse 3—Commissioner:

Hon, P. COLLIER:
ment.

That in Subelause (1) the words ‘‘may
appoint a Commissioner’’ be struck out
and ‘‘shall appoint three Commissioners’’
inserted in lieun. -

The work could not be effectually adminis-
tered by .one commissioner.  Where price-
fixing tribunals have been appointed in the
other States, since the Commonwealth price
fixing has lapsed, particnlarly in Vietoria
and New South Wales, the boards have com-
prised three members. I do not know of any
State in which price fixing is done where the
work is being done by one man. It is par-
ticularly necessary in this State, where we
have o large ares to cover and a scattered
population, that there should be thres ecom-
missioners. It ias utterly impossible for one
man to éarry out the work satisfactorily.
The only objection I ean see to the appoint-
ment of three commissioners, would be on
the score of the extra remuneration invelved.
That would be a emall thing in comparison

the Attorney

I move an amend-

with the importance of the work. T hope
the amendment will be agreed to.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I doubt

very much whether the appointment of three
commissioners in lien of one wonld really
lighten the work which would be burden-
some for one person to perform. The idea
apparently is that the three commissioners
shall sit together, If they have to go round
the country it will mean that two or three
of the ecommissioncrs will have to be sent
instead of one, Tt might he possible to ob-
tain information from the country, of course,
withont the ‘three commissioners heing
obliged to go there. T am not opposed to
the amendmeit, but I doubt very much
whether it will rehevc the work to any great
extent, Perhaps it would tend to establish
greater confidence in the minds of the pub.
lie generally, and on this point I would ask
lon. members to consider very carefully how
any amendments they may suggest will affect
the public confilence in the Bill. It may be
that one commissioner would net be sufficient,
and if it is desired to appoint thres, and it
will improve the Bill, the Government will
not stand in the way.

Amendment put and passed.
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Hon, P. COLLIER: I move a further

amendment-—

That the following paragraph be added
to Subeléuse 1:—‘One of the Commia-
sioners shall be a representative of the
Industrial Unions of Workers registered
under the Industrial Arbitration Aet,
1912."

I am not wedded to the wording of the
amendment, nor to the question of whether
organigsed labour under the Arbitration Act
shall have direct representation on this com-
migsion. The amendment does not mean
that the unions registered under the Arbi-
tration Act will have the right to nominate
# representative, but that the Government
in making these appointments should ap-
point one commissioner who wounld be re-
presentative of the registered unions, I
would be satisfied if there was ome commis-
sioner at least, who was a direct representa-
tive of the wage-earning section of the con-
swmers, That is one of my reasons for mov-
ing for the appointment of three commis-
sioners. I want to have a representative
on the commisgion of the big wage-earning
section of the comsumers. We must have
regard to the fact that the wage earners
comprise the majority of the citizens of the
State, and that the wages of that section of
the community are fixed by the Arbitration
Court, mainly on the principle of the cost
of living, After an award has been deli-
vered the cost of living may go up, bat the
wage earners still have to abide hy the
award. T hope the amendment will be
agreed to. :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am glad
the leader of the Opposition does not lay
strong emphagis on the exact wording of
the amendment. If it is put in in its present
form I should feel bound to oppose it, be-
¢anse, unfortunately, it looks as if one poli-
tical party would have the right to appoint
ong of these commissioners. We cannot
congider any particular clags as  distinet
from the general interesta of the com-
munity. Xf we passed the amendment it
wenld not tend to create confidence in the
Bill in the minds of the gemeral public, I
would be guite willing to assure the leader
of the Opposition that one of the three
ecommingioners would not be appeinted with-
out reference to him. The wording of the
amendment seems to me to- be rather ob-
jectionable, and I do not think it would be
for the good of the Bill as a whole. Per-
haps the hon. member would withdraw his
amendment in these circumstances..

Hen, P, COLLIER: I am anxiens that the
BRill should mot have anything in it that
eould be eonstrued inte giving special con-
sideration to any particular pdrty. The
unions registered nnder the Arbitration Act
comprize those connected with<the nationa-
list labonrers. When last a vote was taken
in the House a counsiderable number did not
subseribe to the politics of what is known
as the O.L.P. Even if direct representation
were given to uniong registered - under the

783

Act it would not mean that it was, represen-
tation only of those who belonged to the
political faith held by those on fhis side
of the House, All the unions are registered
although they vote in many different ways.
Jf I have the assurance of the Attorney
General that congideration will be given
to the representation of the section of eon-
sumers comprising the wage earners, I will
not press the amendment, I am prepared to
accept his assurance in this- direction.

The Attorney General: I give the hon.
member that assurance.

Mr. MUNSIE: I cannot understand the
objection of the Attorney General either
to the amendment or the wording of it.
Hon. members gitting on this side have been
eriticised for not abiding by the law of the
land aso far as arbitration is concerned.
Labour conference after Labour conference
has affirmed the principle of arbitration,
Then what ia wrong with allowing that sec-
tion of the community whose wages are
fixed by the Arbitration Court to have a say
in appointing one of the commissioners
under this measure? That section repre-
sents the chief sufferers from the high cost
of living. 1T fail to see any political signi-
ficance in the amendment, becavse there are
a dozen trade unions registered under the
Arbitration Act of this State which are not
affiliated with -the Australian Labour Fed-
eration,

Mr. PICKERING: If the claim in the
amendment is to be advanced on behalf of
the wage carners, I intend to advocate it
aleo on behalf of the primary producers,
who have no Arbitration Court to fix the
prices of their products but must aceept
the prices ruling in the open market. In-
deed, the primary producers are likely to be
the heaviest sufferers from the operation of
this measure, since it has been stated in
this Chamber that price econtrol will apply
more particularly to local products.

Mr:, ANGELO: 1 hope the leader of the
Opposition will withdraw this amendment.
The Government have shown a good spirit
in intreducing this Bill and making its pro-
.vigions as liberal as possible, and they have
tlready agreed to the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition proposing the ap-
pointment of three commissioners.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for SBus-
sex has anticipated what I was about to
say, and 1 heartily support- his views,

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. P, COLLIER:
ment—

That the following be inserted to stand
ag Svbclause (2): ‘‘One of the eommis-
gioners shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor as chairman.’’

This amendment is consequential
amendment providing for
gioners.

I move an amend-

on the
three commis-

Amendment put and passed.
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Hon. P. COLLIER:- I‘ move an amend-
ment—

That the following be interted to stand
as Subelanse (8): ““Any twg of the Com-
migsioners shall be a quorum, and, subject
to the next following provision, shall have
all the powers and authority by this Act
conferred upon the Comnissioners.’’

In disecussing Clause 3. the Attorney Generai
touched on the ‘duty of the commissioners.
As the Bill stands, it might mean that two
tommistioners would have to travel into the
couutry to sit for the purpose of hearing
-evidence. I do net know whether it pre-
vents one commissioner from. visiting any
portion of the State for the purpose of hear-
ing evidence. My own view is that one eom-
misgioner should be permitted to take evi.
dence with a view to making recommenda-
tions to the other commissioners on his re-
turnm.

Mr. Pilkington: What is to prevent a com-
misgioner from getting information in any
way he likes? .

Hon., P. COLLIER: When I disenased this
matter with the Solicitor General, that officer
‘thought that if three commissioners were ap-
pointed it would be necessary to fix some
statutory quorum. 1

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As we have
decided to appoint three commissioners, it is
certainly advizable to state how many shall
form a quorum. As the leader of the Qppo-
sition has pointed out, a difficnlty arises
when commissioners have to go'into the coun-
try. An hon. member has notified me of an
amendment which he proposes to move, but
which does not yet appear on the Notice
Paper, to provide for the appointment of
local boards te obtain information. Such
boards, T think, would really be better than
having commissioners going into the coun-
try to seck information.

Hon. P. Collicx: I helievé there are such
boards in Great Britain,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Unless the
amendment to which I have referred is in-
cluded in the Bill, two commissioners would
bhave to go into the eountry for the purpose
of taking evidence.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Would it be right
that people should be asked to submit their
books to a local board?

Hen. P. COLLIER: As the Bill stands, it
might be necessary for two commissioners
to visit distant parts of the State, while the
work to be done could really be performed

" by one. [ do not know that such cases would
oceur very often. Howeverp if this amend-
ment is not carried, no statutory quorum is
provided.

The Premier: Why not let 'Vthe clauge go

now, and have it recommitted if that is-

found to be necessary after consultation with
the Crown Bolicitor?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well. I ask
ledve to withdraw the amendment,
Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clavse as previgusly amended agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

“The Attorney QGeneral: I undertake to
recommit the clause. a :

Hon. P, COLLIER: If the Attorney Gen-
cral recommits the clause and I am permitted
to deal with any other amendments to the
clause, I shall be satisfied. In addition to
the one which, by consent, has been post-
poned, there are others on the Notice Paper.
and I understand that cn recommitial I ean
deal with any or all of them. If I am clear
on that, we can overcome the diffieulty.

The CHAIRMAN: The fact of the clause
having been amended will not prevent the
Attorngy Ceneral from moving for the re-
committal of the clause, or the member for
Roulder or any other member from moving
any amendment he likes.

Clanses ¢ to 8—agreed to.
Clasuse 9—Determination of prices:

Mr. WILLCOCK: Is theré any provision
for the comniissionera to make reports to
Parliament as to action to be taken, or may
the Governor-in-Council refuse to take any
ackion they recommend? Some tangible
reagon should be given as to why any recom-
mendations are not given effeet to and, to
this end, the reports should be laid on the
Table of the Honse,

The Attorney General: There is no provi-
gion in the Bill to that effcet.

Hon. P. Collier: I have an amendmént to
provide for that.

Mr. PICKERING: There should be provi-
sion to fix a minimum price. Whenever there
ja a dearth of foodstuff, there is an outery
for price fixing; but when there is a glut,
there is no eomment from the general pub-
lic. Butter, potatoes, eggs, vegetables and
poultry might well come under the provi-
sions of this measure, and yet there iz no
safeguard.

Mr. Smith: Supposing the consuomers re-
frzed to buy the stuff, what would the pro-
duegers do? .

Mr. Gardiner:
be the maximum?{

Mr., PICEERING: No.

Mr. Gardiner: It would be in nine cases
out of ten. .

Mr, PICKERING: The member for For-
rest (Mr, O’Loghlen) said if the maximum
price of potatoes were fixed at £8 a ton,
there wonld be no complaint from the gen-
eral ecommunity, and I am in accord with
him, XEggs bring ridiculously low prices at
certain periods of the year, and it is impos-
sible to sell them at a profit because of the
price of fecd-stuffs.

Mr, Smith: What if people will not buy
them ¢

Mr, PICKERING: People will buy them.
If the minimwmn price is fair, it will enable
the people to Dbuy sufficient, It wounld be
better for the producer to get a fair mini-
mum than take the risk of the market, as he
has to do to-day. T move an améndment—

That the following paragraph be added:

“¢(e) Determine the payablé minimum

which shall operate during the currency of

this Act.”’

Would not your minimum
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Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: We' have it on
the authority of the Prime Minister, whe
has been the biggest seller of wheat in Aus-
tralia during the last four or five years, that
the parity price of wheat in Lisbon is 2s.
10%d. per bushel, while we are paying B5s.
6d.

The Premier: @Get some from Lisbon.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: If the intention
of the member for Sussex is that we shall
get wheat and flour much cheaper, the
amendment is worth. considering.

Mr. Pilkington: Are you sure that was
not a misprint? .

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: It was mentioned
in two places in the Press. If the Commis-
sioners have power to fix a minimum price,
will they bring wheat down to the world’s
parity of 2s. 1044d.¥ If so, there will be a
considcrable aaving to consumers.

Mr. Pickering: At what could you land

that wheat here?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The freight
makes no difference to Australian wheat, We
pay no freight, and ‘therefore it cannot be
added to the price. 1f the hon. member’s

idea is to assist the consumer and redoce the

price of bread to one-half of what it is to-
dav. the amendment is worth considering.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not hig idea.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I want to find
out what his idea is.

Mr. GARDINER: This Bill has nothing
to de with minima; it has all te do with
maxima. The member for Sussex evidently
has in mind that wnless a minimom is fixed,
the producer- is not likely to get the result
of his produetion. Gluts are bad beecaunse the
producer does not get the result of hid
Iasbour, and the consumer does mot get the
benefit of the gint. Tnder this measure, we
gtipulate the maximum price for a partien-
lar article and the minimum does not matter
one iota. If a minimum is fixed, it will be
the maximum.

Hon. P. Collier:
the minimum, too.

Mr. GARDINER: We cannot fix both
minimum and maximum, All we are con-
ecerned about is that people shall mot pay
meore than the maximum price. As te the
difference between the maximum and the
minimum, that will be regulated by the law
of supply and demand. In America, they
eope with gluts by having receiving stations
and putting the balanee into cold storage, so
that the consumer and producer alike get the
advantage. It would take an actuary all hig
life to find ont the payable minimum of pre-
dnetion. Can the member for Sussex tell ws
the minimum ecost of the production of eggs
and butter? It cannot be ascertained., We
wonld he asking the commissioners to prove
something which cannot be proven. Tt is a
different thing to provide that there shall be
a maximum price beyond which consumners
shall not be charged.

The PREMIER: The member for Sussex
wants o minimum price to be fixed, but how
can we do that? Sunppose the House did fix
a minimum price, and the people refused to.

The maximnm beecomes

“buy the commodity.

What would happen
then? Would potatoes keep? All perishable
goods must be sold within a certain time,
and all we ask under- the Bill is that the
péople shall trade fairly. Jt is impossible
to do more. I doubt whether the hon. mem-
ber will serve any good purpose by insgisting
upon the amendment. It eertainly will not
lielp the producer, 1 admit that the farmer
should always get a fair return for his
crops, and that it would be uleful if we
could-say that anything he produced shonld
not be sold at anything less than would show
him a fair return for hisz labour.

Mr. PICKERING: During the operation
of this measure, prices will fluctuate. There-
fore, whilst thc maximum might operate in
favour of the produeer, it is possible that it
might operate badly against the consumer,
Butter fat cannot be produced at under ls.
dd. a 1b. and potatoes cannot be produced
at nnder £8 per ton. At a conference at Bun-
bury recently it was demonstrated that it
was not possible to market an acre of pota-
toes vnder £25, and if onc takes an average
vield per acre ond the cost of -digging under
the present expensive labour .conditions, the
increased price of bags, ete., it will be found
that a man cannot produce potatoes under
£8 a ton. So far as eggy are concerned, I do
not sce how the price of these could be fized
to a nicety, but we can say that they cannot
be sold at a profit at 6d. a dozen. Therefore,
it wé know that cggs cannot be produced at
a certain price and we take every care for
the consumer, whenever there is a scarcity,
it is only fair and right that the actual coat
of products should be assured to the pro-
docer, [If there is a glut the eonsumers can
so arrange that the market shall be regu-
lated. The searcity of potatoes to-day is not
80 much dne to themselves, as it is to the
Inek of imports from the Eastern Siates.
Tn the course of time, the area under erop
under the developmontal poliey of the Pre-
mier, will be much greater than it is to-
dav, and the time will arrive when steps
will have to be taken to look after the in-
terests of the prodncer in conneetion with
the over production of potatoes. There
should be no diffienlty in the way of fixing
a minimum if there is no diffievlty in the
way of fixing a maximam,

Hon, T. WALKER: Tt seems to me the
hon. member wants to ensure that excess
profits shall not be made and he proceeds
to make the Bill ensure that ‘éverybody
who produces anything shall make a profit,
Tf a profit is not made the things will not
be produced. People will not grow things
for the benefit of the eonsumers. The Bill
will not regulate the market so that there
ghall not be a flnctuation. The Bill is not
to ensure that everyone shall be guaranteed
a profit. The objeet is to show that there
shall not be an abwse .of the advantages
occasioned by extraordinary cireumstances,
whereby the people are enabled to make
enormous and unjustifiable profits. That
may in fact be called robbery. It is to pre-
vent that excess of avarice and the excess
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of zeal to teke advantage of society at a

time of crisia or of extraprdinary circum.-

stances. The hom. member wants to say
that no farmer shall scll unless he makes u

profit, What about having a Bill for that
purpose.  That is not the purpose of thia
meagure,

Mr, PILKINGTON: The object of the
member for SBussex is to prevent producers
suffering a loss when there is a glut in the
market. The effect of the amendment will
be just the reverse, If the amendment is
carried and there is a glut, say, in the pota-
to market, so that the price of potatoes goes
down to £4 5 ton, assuming the minimum
price is fixed at £8, what will be the re-
sult? The result will be that some pro-
ducers will be able to sell potatoes at £8
and the rest cannot sell at all. That is the
position the producer will be in and it is
better for the producer to be able to aell
his potatoes at £1 a ton than not to be able
to sell them at all. TForther, let me point
out, not only would the producers as a class
be hurt, but the potatoes wounld not go on
the market at ali, and the effeet would be
to raise the price of other commodities.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am in sympathy with
the amendment, The hon. mcmber, how-
ever, failed ‘to tell us whether he would be
as strenuous in his advoeacy if it was 2
question of a- living wage for those parti-
cular people he represents. Al that the
hon. member has asked for is to assure 2
living wage for the potato grower., T{ may
be as the member for Perfh {Mr. Pllklng-
ton) points out, that the amendment may
defeat itseif, but T fail to sce that that
will be the ease. )

Mr. NAIRN: The mover of the amend-
ment eould only achieve his objeet if the
Honse were prepared to give a guarantee
that artieles preduced would be purchaged
by the Government at a fixed price.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Like the wheat.

Mr, NAIRN: Yes. The Government could
he made the sole guarantor of any indnstry
that might be determined upon,

Hon. T. Walker: That is scientifie social-
jsm, nationalisation of production.

Mr. WAIRN: Unless the House i pre-
pared to proteet the grower by a guarantec,
there is no way of guaranteeing the mini-
mum to the producer. Tf we have here
1,000 tons of potatoes, with a demand for
only 500 tons, and if, in addition, potatoes
from the Eastern States can be landed here
at £1 per ton Delow the fixed minimum,
there would be no earthly chance of a re-
munerative return to the potato grower,

Mr. Johnston: DButf the moment those
potatoes reached here their price would be
controlled, )

Mr. NATRN: We cannot make it compul-
sory that any man should charge more than
he desires to charge. The amendment wonld
defeat itself.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 have never sug-
gested that X am in favour of the measure.
I prefer limitation of profits to price-fixing,
The statements made by the members for
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"Swan and for Perth are nothing more than

statements, with no supporting  facts.
Everyene knows the disaster that follows
fruit preduction in this State. Fruit has

. been sold on the Perth markets at the cost

of the case plus freight.

Mr. Muasie: The consumer did not get
the advantage.

Mr. PICKERING: Neither did the pro-
dicer., Surely we can conserve to the pro-
ducer the right to live in a State where the
advoeacy of ‘‘Produce, produce’’ is a recog-
nised political ery. We should see that the
praducers are proteeted from the fluetuation
of the markets. 1 want protection for the

produocer.
"Hon. T. Walker: Your motive is ‘excellent.
Mr. PICKERING: If there is anything

to be passed on at any timé it is passed on
to the producer. T hope members of the
Conntry party will have the courage to sup-
port the amendment.

My, JOHNSTON: The principle advo-
ented by the hon, member has been recog-
nised by the House in the guaranteed priees
ot wheat during the last few years. The
producer will be on a poor wicket if, when-
ever there is a scarcity in his products, a
maximum price is fixed, while Wwe are not
prepared to give him the protection of a
minimum price in times of glut, We could
the better secure increased production and
decreased prices by fixing minimvm prices
that will enaure & living wage, than by pre-
venting a local man at any time getting a
big price for his commodity however scarce
it may be, or however high the cost.

Hon. T. Walker: Why not go in for na-
tionalisation of industries?
Mr, JOHNSTON: We are prepared to

accept that in certain directions which meet
with our approval, That has always been
the policy of the Country party, and it is
Forne ont by onr attitude towards the State
Tmplement Works, It is not proposed that
the maximnm price of every commodity
ahould be repulated. If the suggested power
is given to the Government, they may exer-
cise it only in regard to a few of our staple
produets.  Regulation of the prices of food-
sbuffs should be in the direction of giving
2 preducer a living wage as well as pre-
venting the community from being exploited.
Let ns give a fair deal all round. If the
farmers had had the right to charge a fair
price for potatoes at all times, we should
not have had the deplorable shortage or the
oxtortionate prices that exist today. I will
support the amendment. )

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
amendment introduces the key to the whole
question of priece fixing, What we are con-
cerned ahout ig to ensure to the consumer
that he shall get the commodities at =
reasonable  figure, taking inte .account
the cost of production and of marketing.
The mover of the amendment can attain his
object in a different way. Tixing the mini-
munm_ price would net give the producer here
the guarantee of a market for his produet.
When we fix a minimuem which will enable a
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grower in the Eastern States to send his
potatoes here, he will floed our market with
them, and it must be remembered that the
housewife will not pay more for local pota-
toes if the imported potatoes are as good
and cheaper.

Mr. Johnsten: The price would be con-
trolled as soon as the potatoes reached here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We think
the producer is as much entitled to consid-
eration as is the consumer. We have given
evidence of that in regard to wheat. The
potato is an entirely different proposition,
the difference being that wheat can be held
and the world’s market price demanded for
it, but potatoes cannot be held indefinitely.
It is very easy to urge productiom, but we
should ensure to the producer a certain mar-
‘ket. The hon. member, instead of meving
this amendment, ought to say *‘If you want
the producer to produce it is essential that
tha Government should find a market and
cut out the man standing between the pro-
ducer and the consumer.’! Sheep-men know
that in many cases the producers are in the
hands of agents to snch an extent that they
dare not ignore the wishes of the agents.
This applies to a lot of commodities. I want
to be able to relieve the producer from the
eontrol of anyone whe would compel him to
accept a market to the advantage, not of
himself, but of the middleman. So success-
ful has thiz proved in respect of wheat that
the system is to be continued. We require
to apply the same system to other commodi-
ties. We ghonld first of 21l give the pro-
dncer an opportunity of exporting an ex-
portable ‘commodity, and in addition we
should find local markets for mnon-exportable
products. We should encourage produetion
by providing markets. It wounld be unwise.
however, to introduee a provision which
would prevent a commodity coming into the

State, even though there iz here a market -

for it. T.et us bring the producer nearer to
the consumer.

Mr. GARDINER: Practically in all cases
food consists of perishable products. If we
fix the minimum price for potatoes, eggs,
butter, or anything else which deteriorates
with keeping, what will happen? The mini-
mum for potatoes may be fixed at £5 a ton,
and the people may refuse to buy at that
price. What will the producer do in the
matier¥ He may presently wish that he had
been able to get £1 per ton for his produce
rather than lose the lot. If the member for
Sussex had said that between the producer
and the comsumer there shall only be a cer-
tain pereentage of  profit, I would have
agreed with him, but when he says that
there is to be a minimum for that which ig
perishable, he is talking nonsense. The
middleman will make the profit every time,
The public cammot be forced io buy produce
tf they do hot so desire. There is no system
by which markets can be regulated, and the
producer must take what he can get in the
market. If the minimom is fixed the pro-
ducer will be in 2 worse position than he is
in to-day.
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Mr. HARRISON: I am in sympathy with
the member for Sussex in his object, but I
am afraid the amendment will not give him
what he desires. Take the case of mutton,
alone, If the amendment is carried and
mutton must not be sold at a certain mini-
mum price, what is to become of the surplus
sheep? There is no cool storage at present
provided that would cope with all the re-
guirements in this direction, and growers
might have to sell their fat sheep as stores,
or allow them to starve.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Irwin
might have been a little more courteous in
his remarks. I am surprised that he does
not take a greater interest on behalf of the
producer. The fact that foodstuffs are of a
perishable nature makes it all the more
necesgary that we shonld assist the producer,
The member for Aven asks what we should
do with our surplug sheep. If there is no
market the sheep cannot be sold, Provision
however, is being made for freezing works to
cope with such a difficulty. I do not suggest
that the price of mutton should bs fixed at
such a figure as to affect its consumption by
the publie, but I suggest that the price put
upon it should be that which would suit both
the producer and the consumer. The popu-
lation of the State ecan only consume an-
nually a certain quantity of foodstuffs, and,
as long as the minimuwn price is reasonable,
the public will absorb as much as they want,

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.

(lause 10—Contravention of prices and
rates:

Mr. MUNSIE: I should like some infor-
mationn from the Attorney General upon
these words—Ff“evidence that the foodstuffs
or ncecessary commodities forming the sub-
ject of the proceedings were sold or offered
for sale.”” The price of butter may have
been fixed at 1s. 6d. per 1b., and a purchaser
may have been charged 1s. 8d. in a shop. He
may have had a reccipt from the shopkeeper
to prove the purchase. Would that receipt
be acecepted as evidence of az contravention
of price?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
jeet is to avoid trivial offences being set up.
If the defendant in a case had given a re-
ceipt for so mmeh money for certain goods,
and that deseription answered to the des-
cription of the goods set out in an order, it
would not be open for him to say that the
receipt he gave was for some other kind of
goods. That is one instance of the kind of

- evidence that wonld be conclusive under this

elanse.

Hon: P. Collier: What about the man
who sells second grade butter instead of
first grade?

Mr. MUNSIE: The Commission may fix

'the price for first grade butter at 1s. 64,

and for second grade at ls. 4d. A consumer
may ask for a pound of first grade butter,
and pay 1s. 6d. for it and only obtain second
grade butter. He may also get a receipt for
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the purchase. Would this transactiop be 2
‘Ureach of the law under this Bill¥ The claunse
says that.the purchaser who has been over-
charged cin get a refund, but it ‘wonld be
imposdible to prove that a person ha.d been
overcharged. -

The Attorney General: Tt is not a ques-
tion of overchargmg in thia case:

- Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ? 30 pam.

“‘(lauge .put and passed,
Clause 11—a,greed to.

" Mr. Willcoek called attention to the state
of the House. Bells rung, a quorum formed.

Clauses 12, 13—agreed to.
Clause 14—Declaration of secrecy:

Mr. MUNSIE: The leader of the Opposi-
tion has on the Notice Paper an amendment
dealing with publicity, How will this elause
affect that matter? Does the obligation of
secrecy apply only toe the commissioners?
Or does the elanse mean that all evidence
given before them must be kept secret?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
the intention.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In view of the amend-
ment I have on the Notice Paper proposing
a new clause to stand as Clause 6, I would
ask the Atorney General to potpone the con-
pidevation of this clause until my proposed
new clanse has been dealt with.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The pro-
posed new clause is not necessarily eontra-
dictory to this ¢lause, but it deals with the
same aubject. I move— ’

That ecnsideration of Clause 14 be
postponed until after the consideration of
the proposed new clause to stand as
Clause 8.

Motion pat and passed; the clanse post-

poned.
Clause 15—Penaity:

Hon, P. COLLIER:
ment—

That in Subclange (1) the words ‘‘two
hundred’’ be struck out, with a view to
the insertion of other words,

I propose to move for the insortion of a
penalty of £1,000, in place of £200, my in-
tention being to endeavour to restore the
penalty imposed by the Aet of 1914, Tt
is quite possible that firms doing businecss
in a very large way may come within the
purview of this meagure, and it is quile
conesivable that in some circumstances it

T move an amend-

wonld pay such a firm fo commit a breach -

of the measure and submit to a fine of even
£200 for the sake of the profit to be made
by breaking the measure.  The penalty
enght to be made substantial, and the
£1,000 would be a maximum,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am not
going to oppose an increase in the penalty,
but T rather doubt whether it is advisable
to go to the extent of £1,000. In a case
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where the penalty is very heavy, a jury
may refuse to conviet, being unwilling to

- trist “the judge to 1mpose suech penalty as

he thinks fit. I think 'a penalty of £500
would Dbé sufﬁcmnt

Amendment put and passed, the words
struck, out.

Hon. P. COLLIER I_.move, a further.

“amendment—

That the words ‘‘five hundred’’! be in-
serted in lien of the words struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clavse as
amended agreed, to.

Clanse 16—agraed to.
Clauge 17—Duration of the Adt:

tion. I'. COLLIER: I opposs this clause,
which is the same t]nng as moving that it
be struck out. I am aware that the Attorney
General contends that this legislation is of
an exparimental nature and thercfore should
bo enacted only for a péiiod of 12 months.
But if at the expiration of 12 months the
citeumstances of the. State are such tliat
Parliament  thinka the Aect shonld be re-
pealed, it will be an easy matter to do that.
We know that the consimers of this State
lost & very éonsiderable sum beecanse of a
similar elause to this having been embodied
in the Act of 1914, On coming up for re-
gnadtment, that ‘measure failed to secure
the consent of both Houses of Parliament,
the consequence béing that there was no_re-
gulation of prices at all in this State dur-
ing the first half of 1916—that is, until the
Tederal Government stepped in and’ toek
over the buiness of price fixing.  During
that half-year some traders in this State
togk advantage of the absence of any res-

‘trietion to increasc their prices to am un-

justifiable extent.  The Commonwealtn, on
stepping ju during July of 1916, fixed the
prices which were in existence on the lst
July, 1916, without making any at-
tompt to Teduce such as were excessive.
In connection with war measures, we have
introdueed a new prineiple by wmaking it
necegsary for those Acts to come up for re-
consideration each year. The principle is
not a good ome, especially in legislation of
this character. Tt will be easy for Parlia-
ment next vear to consider the matter in
connection with a measure for repealing the
Act, if necessary. If the conditions of trale
hecome normal in a year’s time, it will not
be obligatory on the Government to enforee
the provisions of the Aect. They need not
anply the Act to any poriion of the State.
Therefore, in the interests of the consumers.
and baving in mind the manner in which
the public suffered becanse of a similar pro-
vision in the 1914 Act we are justificd in
opposing this clause.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I hope the
elause will be retained, FProvision is made
for the measure to remain in force until the
31st Degember, 1920, which is 15 months
hence. The only justifieation for introdue-
ing this Bill iz that the times in which we
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are living are abnormal. We lhave not
sufficient experience or knowledge to put be-
fore Parliament a Bill which it would be
advisable to pass as permanent. No other
.British domimion of which I am dware has
made permanent & measure of this nature.
It is regarded? in all' parts of the British
Enipire as’a measure whiech may do good in
the extraordinary circumstances existing
after the war, and that is really the only
justification for bringing it forward. It is
only right to adopt a limitation for experi-
mental legislation. Such limitation has been
adopted in nearly all the war measures, and
in connection with the.Roads Acts and por-
tions of the Health Act.

Clauge put and a division taken with the

following result:—
Ayes 17
Noes . 15
Majority for 2
AYES.
Mr, Broun Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr, Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. Durack Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hudson | Mr. Hardwick
Sir H. B. Lefroy (Teller.)
Noks
Mr, Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr, Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr, Colller Mr. Rocke
Mr. Green Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Willeock
Mr. Hudson Mr, Wllson
Mr. Jones Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Lutey {Telier.)

Clause thus passed.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—WHEAT MAREETING,
Second Reading.

D¢bate resumed from the 2nd September.

Mr. HARRISQON (Avon) [7.556]: It is a
congiderable time sinee the Premier moved
the second reading of this measure, I wish
te bring under the notice of the House sev-
eral points so that members may realise how
we stand with regard to handling wheat in
this State in comparison with the position in
other States, and more especially in South
Australia. The question is—should this
wheat pool he continued while we have a
guantity of wheat in the State and net
shipped? I think every member will agree
that it is advisable to continue this pool.
The second question is—what is the best

JAustralia.
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method of handling the new season’s wheat?
For some jears past we have acquired the
wheat with the aid of trained men, who had

.been for years with the old acquiring agents

and who had been largely absorbed by the

-eo-opergbive company which has been oper-

ating our wheat for the last two years,
Judging from last year’s results, it would
not -be possible for Western Australia to do
better than furtber .engage those men fo
continue the work. It has been stated in
anothér place that South Australia is able
to and would handle our wheat at 4d. per
bushel less. I have some facts to prove that
the contrary is.the easé, and to show the
conditions under which our acquiring agents
operate &s compared with those in South
If the wheat is taken direet
from the farmer’s wagon, the acquiring sub-
agent gets a remuneration of 33d. If the
wheat * iz femporarily stacked and then
trucked to the-depot, the acquiring sub-agent
receives. 1d. per 'bushel. Of last year’s re-
turng, the major portion was sent diréet from
the farmers’ wagons to the truck and the
depot, namely, 4,534,000 bushels as against
2,894,291 bushels temporarily stacked, prov-
ing that the price paid to the sub-acquiring
agents was considerably under %d. per
bushel. Provision is made for & charge of
1%d. for roofing, screeming, protecting, and
caretaking, This expense was net ineurred
in Western Australia last year excepi in ome
instance—at Kellerberrin.  Only one stack
was covered and cared for in this way, a
stack consisting of 26,000 bags and the cost
to the Staté for the covering and the protec-
tion of that stack was £81 5a.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We were working
under an exceptional season.

Mr, HARRTSON: That is true, but there
is a flat rate of 24. per bushel for handling
wheat in South Australia? That State is
quoted as lower than ours and I wish
to prove it is not lower. The cost for issu-
ing certificates is 14d. per bushel, and for
inspection, travelling expenses. supervisionm,
contingencies, losges, liabilities, and the per-
formauce generally of all other duties and
obligations of the agreement, 34d. per
bushel. For actnal checking of sample and
verifying depot, tally notes at depots the
charge is 14d. per bushel; so that the fotal
in o¢ne instance will be 15:d., and in the
other 17d. per bushel, If that is true, and
I claim it ig true, we may look at the South
Aunstralian agreement.  Clause 29 of that
agreement reads as follows:—

‘Subiject to the provisions of Clauses 31,
32, and 83, the remuneration to be paid
by the Minister or the Government .to the
Government agent for performing the work
and duties under this agreement (other
than js provided in Clauses 6a and 34),
ghall be at the rate of 2d. per bushel of
wheat received and delivered according to
the direction and instructions of the Min-
ister and in acgordance with the terms of
this agreement. Provided, however, that
if the Government agent shall receive, un-
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der this agreement, less than two millions
bushels of wheat as his propertion, as pro-
vided in Clause 30 an additional one-
¢ighth of a penny per bushel shall be paid
to- the Government agent by the Minister.
Provided further, that in the case of
wheat delivered from farmers’ wagons at
the principal stacking centres the commis-
sion to be paid by the Minister to the Gov-
ernment agent shall be 134d. per bushel.
That flat rate of 2d. per bushed may be
added if the agents acquiring do not each of
them obtain two million bushels. When we
congider that in South Awustralia there are
nine agents operating it will be necessary
for them to have at least 18 million bushels
there before those mime agents can get two
million bushels each. Therefore, the chances
are that on a large proportion of the wheat
acquiréd in South Australia they will have to
pay another one-eighth of a pemny to the
acquiring agents. I do not wish to delay the
House by .quoting a2 mass of figures, but
when we consider that we have a quantity of
wheat in stock from last season it is most
necessary that we should continue the pool.
According to the Minister’s statement when
ha introduced the Bill, the balance of 1917-18
crop was 1,912,466 bushels, while the esti-
mate of the 1918-19 crop on hand is 6,462,300
bushels. It g therefore imperative that the
. Pool should be continued until the old stocks
are lifted, and I maintain that the acquiring
agents who have done so well for us in the
past should be entrusted again to act for us
in the foture. The arguments one can ad-
duee in favour of the acquiring agents are
that they are co-operative in their nature,
and that if any profits accrue from the
handling those profits will go to the growers.
With regard to the old mequiring agents in
this State, only one firm, namely, Dalgety &
Co., are permanently established here, and
carry on other business besides wheat hand-
ling. Other acquiring agents simply handle
wheat and have no other interests in the State,
and the money they make out of the handling
of wheat goes to other parts of the Common-
wealth or alsewhere. Any profits that ean be
made through the handling of our wheat
should be retained in our own State. It is
also essential, so far as the wheat growers
are concerned, that we should save .to the
wheat grower all the value we possibly can,
go that hc may be able to produce wheat to
a further extent, and if he ig given the ad-
vantages of this handling in the future we
hepe not only to handle the wheat guaran-
teed by the Government but also our own
whent, at a later stage when the Pool ceases
to exist, With the experience gained during
the period of handling, while the guarantee
has bkeen given by the Government, and
while the handling has been carried on un-
der Government supervision, we trust to be
able to get for the farmers in the State a
higher value than we had before the Pool
came into existence, and we hope to retain
for the growers of wheat a greater advan-
tage through their becoming their own direet
salesmen mot only in the State but in other

- the wheat,
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parts of the world, If we ean do that it will
be of advantage not only to the growers but
to the whole of Western Australia, and if
the House agrees with the statements which
I have made, that we are handling wheat
muck better than any of thé other States,
T trust it will pass the second reading of the
‘Bill and put it through Committee, so that
the agreement may be entered into without
delay. Ome portion of the Bill provides that
the payment for bags used shall be one of
the first charges from the proceeda of the
sale of wheat certificates. It is not my in-
tention to deal further with the Bill at the
present. juncture, and I trust it will be
pasised through all stages as early as pos-
sible.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.6]: I do mot  know wheother
there is any use taking up the time of hon.
members in discussing the Bill,  There is
ne doubt that a contract has already been
let to carry out the work. Arrangements,
I believe, have already been made with the
Waestralian Farmers, Ltd.,, for the purpose
of handling wheat again next year. If such
fa the case why is there any necessity to
discuss this matter as to whether the West-
ralian Farmers, Ltd., shall handle the wheat
or not. An undertaking was given last
year that no arrangement would be entered
into by the Government with regard to the
handling of wheat for the 1919-20 season
unti! Parliament had first considered the
matter. 1 am not going to say that the
Government have signed a contract, but 1
believe a contract is  already prepared,
though it may not yet be signed. The
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,, have already sab-
mitted the conditions under which they will
carry out the handling next year. I was
going to say silence gives consent, hut it
iy recognised that when this Bill is passed
the Government will agree to (he conditions
set out by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.
There i3 nothing to the credit of the West-
ralian Farmers, Ltd., for what they did last
vear in connection with the ronofing in of
Tf credit is due to.unyone, it is
due to the Railway Department. We had an
exceptionally dry cteason at the commence-
ment of the vear, and the position was that
on account of the increased activity on the
nart. of the Railway Department in hand-
Biug the wheat there was no need to roof in
the wheat as had to be done om o previous
oceasion. Tf we had not had dry weather
at the commencement of the year, and if
the seagon had been similar to the previous
on¢, we would have had to pay 2 consider-
able amount for the temporary toefing of
the wheat at the various sidings. This year
the cost of temporary roofing has been snved
hy reagon of the season which we have had.
1 do not know whether the Government in-
tend to continue the Pool in the future or
not, but I do know that the Tederal Gov-
ernment have been trying through the Prime
Mipister to impress upon the farmers of
Australia that the Prime Minister and his
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Government are the only ones who havo as.
sisted the farmers in conneetion with the
pooling of the wheat. When we come to
realise the position, it will be fouud that
the States have dome the greatest
with regard to the. financing of the wheat.
It is true that the Federal Governnent, in
conjunction with the States, have stood to
the banks in conneetion with the advance
of money on wheat. J.am pleased to know
that there have been no losses, but we can-
net say what the future has in store for us,
We are told that so far as Burope is con-
cerned there is no chance of selling whent
to those markets. The Prime Minister hns
stated that trading with Europe for some
time to come will have to be done on
credit, and we have heen further told that
Augtralia cannot afford to give credit, and
that the wheat buyers of Europe thorvefore
will be likely to go to America, because
America is in a position to give credit,
Therefore we can conclade from that that
the European markets have been lost to Aus-
_tralia for the time being,

The Premier: You must not be sarcastie,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T am not saveas-
tic. We have it from the Prime Minister
that America is in the position to supply
the markets of Europe on crelit.

Mr, Troy: 1 wonld not take the Prime
Minister’s word for anything.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We have i~ take
it, and I want to say that so far as the
European markets are concernel; aceording
to the evidence given before the Commis-
sion which dealt with this question, those
markets used to pay a higher price. for our
wheat than did England. Many cargoes of
wheat were diverted to the Eauropean mar-
kets on that account. France, Spain, and
Italy—I am speaking now of the pre-war
period—used to pay a higher price, and it
.frequently happened that a ship was diverted
from the ports of England to those conti-
nental markets on that account. Indeed, ‘the

Prime Minister tells ns that the Buropean’

markets have gone for some time to come,
because they are not in a position to pay
cagh, Therefore the only market we have
to look to is England.

Mpr. Pickering: That is what Mr. Hughes
5ay8.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do mnot kiow
whether Mr. Hughes is stating an untrath
of not. We know, however, that the trea-
suriez of the European nations are depleted,
and that they must trade on eredit. There-
fore the Prime Minister’s statements in
that connection may be eorrect, and we
may have tg fall back on England in the
frture, In that case, is there not a pos-
sibility that wheat will be reduced in price
and that we may have to accept a lower
rate than we have been receiving dunring
the past few montha? .

Mr. Pickering: Are yon going to fix a
minimum for it4

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: T was looking
after the interests of the farmers, beeauge
the Prime Minister also said that the

share
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world’s parity was 2s. 10%d. per bushel.
I wish to see the farmers get something
more than that. The motive of the several
Governments in forming the pool was to sce
that the farmers got better than that. I
notice that the wheat guarantee has been
increased.  The Premier told us that mnext
year’s guarantee will be 5s. less railage.
Now we are informed that it is 5s. 4d, less
railage. .

The Premier: No., It is 5s. at the sid-
ing. The advice I got is 5s. less freight.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Last yenr it was
49, 4d. less freight. This year it is approxi-
mately 1s. more, so according to the esti-
mate we¢ are guaranteeing the farmer 53. 4d,
a bushel. I, last year, it took 5s. 2d. a
bushel to pay the Government for all the
wheat acquired, this year it is going to take
63, 2d. a bushel.

Mr, Harrison: A large percentage should
go to the ship.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN; But that is the
price f.o.b, that is what it will cost the
State “Government if the estimate is cor-
rect. I hope the Premier in replying will
inform us how much the Commonwealth
Government intend to pay if the wheat does
not realise 6s. 2d. per bushel. I expeet it
will be but a very small proportion, and that
we shall find the Comnonwealth Govern-
ment have so arranged it that the loss will
fall on the States.  The Commonwealth
Government kiow that the States must
come to them for assistance in obtaining
the money to pay for the wheat, and so
they throw the greatest risk of loss on the
States. Then the Commonwealth Govern-
ment go about the country trying to dope
the farmers with the ery, ‘“We have done
everything for yon while the State Govern-
ments have done nothing.’”’ The Common-
wealth Government have done mothing
whatever for the farmer in regard to the
Wheat Pool. The State Governments have
taken the respomsibility, yet the States pget
no credit cither from the farmers or from
the Commonwealth Government. Our share
of the wheat held at present has been sold
to the British Government at 5s. 6d., and the
British Government if they make any pro-
fit on that price. have to share it with the
Australian Government, That, we are told,
is a good deal, If I were acting on bchalf
of the farmers and were offered 5s. 6d. f.0.b,
Premantle, to be delivered in London, and
if Y realised that a few hours sail from
London the price of wheat was 2s. 10144,
I should not worry very much about the
profit likely to be made by the buyer; I
should jump at the 53, 6d. In all proba-
bility if the British Government were to
gell their wheat to Eutope they would get
only 2s. 1044, No doubi that statement
has heen made in an-endeavour to convince
the farmers of Australin that something ex-:
traordinary is being done in the interests of
the Australian farmers, I do not bhelieve
the British Government pay 5s. 6d&. for
wheat in Australia if it is worth only
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23, 10%4d. in Lisbon. I believe it is blufl
to lead the farmers of Australia asfray.

Mr. Nairn: The Prime Minister would
not bluff!

Mr. Munsie: ‘No, certainly not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I believe the
credit for the great improvement in the
handling of the wheat during 1919 is due
to the members of the Royal Commission
which dealt with the question. Prior to
the sittings of that Commission the Westra-
lian Farmers, Litd.,, and the officials of the
wheat scheme were flighting like cats and
dogs. The wheat acheme officiala could do
nothing right in the eyes of the Westralian
Farmers, Lid., and the Westralian Iarm-
erg, Ltd., fancied that they conld run the
whole show far better than could the Gov.
ernment officials. So clever did they think
themselves that they bhad the audacity to
say that the Government should hand over
the whaole concern to them, even to the bank-
ing. The only fly in the cintment was that
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, had not the
money to put up the security; had they had
it they would have taken over the whole of
the wheat business. It will be a good thing
when those people can do it for themselves,

Mr. Harrison: The asset will be just the
same.

Hen. W. ¢. ANGWIN: I admit that. Be-
fore any such wndertaking can he success-
ful the Government must get out of it alto-
gether. While we have eompulsion, as at
present, it is far better that persons so in-
flnential that they can wcompel the Govern-
ment to hand the wheat over to them with-
out any competition, and they dan almost
gset down tlic conditions on which they in-
tend to handle the crop

Mr. Harvison: They would not do that.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: They have come
pretty near to it. I think it is far better to
let them have the entire control. Then the
respongibility will rest entirely upon them-
selves. At present it i8 not diffieult for
any firm which is supposed to be eo-opera-
tive, but which is not, to handle the wheat
while they have the Government at their
back. If the Government would stand be-
hind me as they stand behind the Westra-
liari Farmers I would start indnstries in the
State.

My. Nairn: Cornigh pasties]

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Government
do all the financing, while the Westralian
Farmers, Litd., make all the profits. I am
sorry, not only for the Westralian Farm-
ers, Ltd., but for the State in general, that
the erop last year did not come np to ex-
pectations, hut was slightly' less than that
of the previous year. We expeet this year
12 million bushels, or two. millions more
than was handled last year. If those expec-
tations ave vcalised, the Wheat Pool will be
a splendid thing for the Westralian FParm-
ers, Ltd., this year.

* The Honorary Minister: Take shares.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Tt is not the man
who takes the shares who gets the bencfit.
It is true they pay seven per ecnt. on the
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shares held. No matter what profits are
made over the handling of the wheat, the
farmer who ig alive gets no benefit from
those profits,

Mr, Troy: And they are no good to him
when he is dead, )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is really an insur-
ance premium. Each man is compelled by law
to send bis wheat to the one firm, on the under-
standing that if any profits are made he shall
shere as a co-operator,

Mz, Hickmott: What profits would he have
got from the old agents ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He would not have
got enything during the last four years, because
the Government have had to stand the responsi-
bility.

Mr. Hickmott: But it shows that they made
large sums.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The farmer will get
nothing. The State could handle the wheat
at least a farthing a bushel cheaper, and on the
settloment of each pool that farthing would go
directly into the pockets of the farmers. The
money patd out by the Westralisn Farmers,
Ltd., and the profits they make—which ere
approximately a farthing a bushel—are placed
in bonus shares which can be realised on the
death of the farmer. The farmer would get it
while he wag alive if the State handled the wheat,
instead of the family. getting it if the Westralian
Farmers handled it. We did not hear a giumble
about the handling of the wheat last year from
ona end of the Stafs to the other. It was shown
clearly that, if the Royal Commission did nothing
eleo, they warned the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
to keep their mouths closed in the future, and
they did so very tightly. Previous to that
there were endlest complaints about everything
that was done. There was a motive in that,
and that was to get hold of the whale concern.

Mr. Munsie: They bad & motive for their
growling,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : 1 hbelieve that every-
thing has heen settled up in such a way that
the wheat will be bandied again by the same |
parties who handled it last year. I hope thia
will be as successful from the point of view of
the Government as it was last year. I warn
the Government, however, if they are in office
next year, and if they intend to bring in legisla-
tion next yeer, to provide for a permanent
Bill, not to forget to insert a ciause to prevent
bleck legging on the pert of any farmers, We
have been told by one of the directors of the
Wostralian Farmers, Ltd., that there are farmers
in the State who would black leg if the pool
was not made compulsory for every farmer.
Befors the pool ean be suceesaful it must bo availed
of by every farmer, I ask the (overnment
not to forget the advice which has been tendered
by one of the leading lights of Perth, & farmer
himself, a director of the Westralisan Farmers,
Ltd., and a manager of some insurance company.

Hon, P. Collier: He is fairly well apacified.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : This- gentleman said
it was advissble in the best interests of the
farmer, and of the State, that any legislation
which was brought in with regard to making the
pool permanent should provide that black
legging was prohibited. No farmer should he
allowed to sell his wheat to any other person.
During the last fow months I see there has been
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a good deal of controversy with regard to the
people of the State being unable to obtain clean
wheat.

Mr. Harrison :
about it, .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The action of the
Wheat Board, by which it was impossible for
the people to procure clean wheat, should be
prevented in the future. There iz no doubt
that there has been a prohibition upon the
peopls 80 far as clean wheat is concerned. I
enyone wanted to buy wheat for his own use
he could not obtain any other kind than that
which had been damaged by weevils.

Mr. Herrison : They ought to get first quality
wheat.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The only person
allowed under the Wheat Pool to. sell clean
whoat in small quantities is the farmer who
keeps a store himself,

Mr. Troy: That is open to abuee.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He can sell wheat
over his own counter if he likes, in order to carry
on his business. . .

Mr. Nairn: Could thay have disposed of the
weovily wheat othorwise ?

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN: 1t could go through
the mill. Samu of it was too bad fo go through
but would do for pigs or poultry, and should be
sold at a reasonable price to pecple who have
pigs or poultry. The wpoultry farmers were
unable to get any wheat for a long time, and that
which they could get the fowls would not touch,
The Wheat Marketing Commission visited a
large store at Katanning where & drapery and
grocery business was conducted. The pro.
prietor said that his place was alive with weovils,
owing to the fact that he could not get clean
wheat with which to supply his custoiners.
He found it impossible to purchase it. He could
have bought sound wheat and kept his premises
clean, but the Wheat Board refused to allow
him to do so. This prohibition has been con-
tinual. I have heard that fhere i@ now an

Not. if they go the right way

opportunity to get clean wheat in certain cases.

only. We ought to he able to get the best of
wheat. There iz good wheat grown here and
wo should have an opportunity to purchase
it. } : K
Mr. Harrison : Last year's wheat is in exocellent
eondition to-day. . R

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I am pleased. to hear
it. There is no doubt, so far as this State is
concerned, that those who had the handling of
the wheat in this State—I am speaking of the
Government officials—are entitled to praise
for the work they have done. No State in Aus-
tralia, according to Press reporters, has handled
ita wheat so well, and in every instance the
officials concerned have been honest in their
dealings. The Wheat Board has carried out
this work honestly and fairly in the interests
of the farmers of the State, ,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [8-371: I support
the measure, as I did last year. I do not think
the House has any cauge for complaint respecting
the manner in which the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., handled last yesr’s harvest. Whilst I
assume, with the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) that the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., will again be given the contract
for the handling of the wheat, L aee no reason
{or objecting to this. If not a truly co-operative

793

body, they represent the majority of the farmers
of the State, This cannot be said of any private
institution which has handled the wheat in the
past, There are one or two objections I pro-
Pose to take with regard to the handling. It
was loid down last year—if not in the Bill it.
was clearly expressed—that the actual payment
which had to be made by the agents for work
done at a siding muast be peid to the persouns
who actually did the work. The Royal Com-
mission which dealt with this gquestion showed
that the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., had been
guilty of sweating, that they had sublet con-
tracts at the sidings, and that those contracts

in turn had again been sublet, with the result

that the men who did the work at the sidings
did not receive the payment they should have

received. .
Mr. Harrison: We did not hear anything
of the kind last yoar. )
Mr. TROY : Yés, it occurred at my own

siding. A neighbour and I sent some wheat
to the siding. We proposed firet to truck the
wheat direct to Geraldton, but the man in charge
of the siding said he had taken the contract and
desired the work of receiving. I said that the
price wae below that stipulated by Parliament.
Apparently this man was not satified with the
price, with the result that my neighbour’s
wheat anrd my own, running into nearly 2,000
bags, was placed on the ramp, and therd was no
one to receive it or deal with it for nearly two
weoks. I had to go to Geraldton and see Mr.
Christie, the representative of the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., end I told him that I held him
persenally responsible. I lost a few bags of
wheat and I am going to claim for them. I had
put the wheat at the siding and have not beev
crodited for some of the bags. My experience
of the last contract was that the handling ¢’
the wheat was not paid for at the prica pro-
vided for by Parlisment. I strongly object to
- pny organisation that is being paid to engage in
certain work having the power to subiet it to
another agent end for that agent in turn to have
power to mgain sublet the contract, so that the
men who actually do. the work are paid too little
for it. I hope when an agreernent is entered
into for the next harvest, that the Minister in
charge will see that the intention of Parliament
is carried out, and that the peaple who d th-
work receive the payment provided by th,
agreement. I am not impressed by the remarks
of the Prime Minister at Bendigo. He was
making an impassioned appeal to his constitu-
tents, and to the farmers particularly, because
he stands in awe of them as a result of the
recent election at Echuea. His party went out
and fought the farmers, -but failed miserably.
Even Senator Lynch and others, who pretend
to take such an interest in the farmers of the
Commonwealth, at the Echuca electorate did
ali they could to defeat the candidate put up
by the farmers. Mr. Hughes has so often
streased his interest in the farmer. that it has
become nauseous. This iv what wg have
gathered, st all events, from the reports in
the Press. I place no credence whatever upon
his statornent that the perity at Lishon is
24. 10d.  Portugal iz a small country and the
beople are by no means rich. Apart from the
fact that the PBritish Govemment may have
given certain credits to Portugese territory,
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there ie not very much involved in the trade
relations between the two countries Mr. Hughes
made no Tefsrence to the fact that Australia has
been selling wheat to Scandinavia, Denmark,
Bwitzerland, and Spain. To-day Spain is &
weslthier country than she has been since the
time when the Spanish nation controlled the
8panish Main. Japan is also & buyer of wheat,
85 wall as Java and Cape Colony. Sales could
have been made in these "countries, and Mr,
Hughes could have told the farmers at Bendigo
what the parity wes in Scandinavia, Holland,
Switzerland or TFrance, Instead of giving the
perity at Lisbon.

Mr. Naim: You do not trust Mr. Hughes
altogether ?

Mr. TROY: No. I have grave suspicions
about him. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle stated that Amerios had much wheat
to sell and could only sell it by giving extended
oredits to the countries with which it desired
to trade, such es Italy, Germany, and Austria.
If America has wheat to spare—and I believe
she hes—it will be completely absorbed by thosa
nations which now reqeire more wheat than
oever—I refer to Germany and Austria—because
they have produced nothing during the past
fow years and have no astocks in hand. If
America bas a balance of wheat, all that, balance
will be required to feed the 100,000,000 of Ger.
mans and Austrians. Therefore, we need not
fear the competition of American wheat with
ours. The world's supply of wheat is so short
that the Americans, having given extended credit
to Germany and Austria, will find all their
surplus wheat absorbed by those ecountries.
Wo could also have given extended credit if
that brilliant business man, our Prime Minister,
had not sold our wool at 1s. 2d. per Ib. We
should have got millions more for our wool
had we received the proper price for it. The
resson why we are not in a position to give
eredit is that we bave at the head of Australian
affairs a man with & capacity for advertising
himself and a capacity for sacrificing the best
interests of Australia. I give the Promier of
Wostern Australia this credit, anyhow, that had
he been in the eame position as Mr. Hughes,
he would have made a far better deal for Aus-
tralis. But that little mountebank has done
this country no service ; he has merely sacrificed
our interests. Now he pleads passionately to
the farmers =at Bendigo, that Europe geing
bankrupt, he got the best price possible. He
did nothing of the kind, in fact. I do not
think we need be much eoncerned about any
risk the State takes on the present harvest,
seeing that the Auastralian harvest as a whole
is not going to be very large this year. In New
South Wales thers is a very bad drought, and I
doubt whether the harvest of that State will
produce sufficient for the requirements of New
South Wales itself, The eeasons in Victoria
and South Australia are indifferent. The same
thing applies to Queensland. In a good season
New South Wales produces 40 million buskels
of wheat, but this season she will not produce
sufficient for her own requirements. Apparsntly
Western Australia is the only State with s good
geason, snd this country is therefore taking no
risk at all in providing the amount guaranteed
for the coming harvest. I am not prepared to
say what this State should do in the futurs,
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oven though the late leader of the Government
has proposed a guarantee for five years. I do
not auggest that the present Premier should
take that risk. Last year arrangements were
made under the Wheat Marketing Scheme for the
farmer to buy his bags from the merchants, the
begs to be & charge against the product. T hope
a similar arrengement will be made again.
Last year's arrangement proved entirely satis-
factory. No risk whatever is involved to the
Government, becanse the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., can easily deduct from the payment the
amount due for bags. I am not going to quarrel
with the fact that the Government have given
the contract for handling to the Westralian Far-
mers, Ltd. I do not know that in a country
whare woe advocate co-operation and want to
get the best return from production, to whom
else the Government would ‘give the ocontract.
I do not think that even the member for North-
East Fremantls (Mr. Angwin), if in the position
of the Premier to-day and in charge of this Bill,
would take any other course.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I shounld give the con-
tract either to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., or
to the State.

Mr. TROY : Since I believe in co-operation,
or for that matter in nationalisation—which is
practically the same thing, the difference being
only one of degree—I have no fanlt to-find with
the Government in that respect. I am also
very pleased that a measure of this kind, pro-
viding for & wheat pool, receives so much support
in this House. I am glad to find even the farmers
converted to the idea, because the pool repre-
sents one of the great principles initiated by
the Labour party, just as that party initiated
the Tndustries Assistance Board, the Common-
wealth Bank note issve, and the Trans-con.
tinental railway. J have a very vivid remem.
brance of the farmers of Western Australia
teking great objection to the original introdue-
tion of the present messure. I heard them
say, “ The Government are going to finance on
us, they are going to wse our money ; we could
have done much better with private buyers.”

The Honorary Minister: That cry came only
from a small section with loud voices.

Mr. TROY : I am glad that the farmers have
changed their views, and that the principles
for which the Labour party stand bave made
good in Western Australia and are now supported
by the general community I bave much plea
sure in supporting the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Munsie in the Chair ; the Premier in charge
of the Bill.

Clanse 1, 2, 3—agreed to,

Clavee 4-—Charge for corneacks supplied in
1918-19 extended :

Mr. HARRISON : Do the last words of this
clauee, **and the provisions of the said section
shall apply,” mean that the provision shall con-
tinuoe ?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. HARRISON : Do I understand that bags
not paid for out of last geason’s crop can be
paid for out. of this season’s crop ? :
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Tho Promier: That is so.

Mr. HARRISON : Does the clauee also apply
to this eeason’s erop ?
The Premier : It does not. That iz not neces-
8BIY. - - .
Mr. HARRISON : It seems to mo that the
word ' apply,” at the end of the clause, should
be struck out, and * continue ' inserted in lien.

The PREMIER : Cornsacks can bo provided,
and will boe provided, without that.

Clanse put and passed.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
roport adopted.

BILI—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. F. E. 8.
Willmott-—Nelson) [9-0] in moving the ascond
reading said: The Bill is but a short one, its
object being to-amend certain provisions of the
oxisting Act. The Bill we had before us last
seasion applied to the whole State, and provision
was made for the road hoards to act as vermin
boards in the South-West division.
ment was made in the Council which confined

the operations of the Bill: to' the -South-West~

division of the State, and a further amendment
confinad its operations to & portion of the South-
West division. Although that portion is mainly
in the South-West division, there is another
portion of the territory which should be com-
prised in that division, and was intended to
bo 8o comprised, but was omitted. Over that
particular area the road boards have no juriedic.
tion to act as vermin boards, That is one of
the amendments required. The distriet extends
from Bluff Point to Gum Creek Well in a straight
line. The portion omitted cannot be deslt with
under the existing Act. A further amendment
is that Part IV. of the Land Act shall apply.
It was orignelly intended that it should apply.
It desls with the election and formation of boatds,
A further amendment is to deal with the holders
of land adjacent to the rabbit-proof fence. For
instanco, three holders of blocks -adjacent to

the fence, A. B. and C, desire to make wss of

the fence. Thoro is & half chain reservo on either
side of the fence kept open for the use of re-
pairers and others. It has come to light thet

there are cases whero A and C link up with the

fence, but B, whose block is rendered rabbit-
proof by the action of A and C, refuses to pay
anything, although he gets alf the benefit of
the rabhit-proof fence, and of the fences of hia
neighbours. That will be remedied if the Bill
passes. A further amendment substitutes for
the words ' Minister or board " other worda
giving the Minister or board power to appoint
" inspectors to carry out the Act. It was deolared
' last mession that the words were sufficient, but
it has since been found that they are not sufficient.
It is desired to give the Minister or the board
power to appoint inspectors. South Australia,
Victorie, New South Wales, and New Zealand
have adopted a similar provision. in fact Western
Avstralia is the only State which has not such
8 provision. One other amendment desls with
dead rabbits. A large number of rabbits are
killod and sent down from outside the fence.

An amend- .

This amendment will logalise that action. I
need not stress the importance of the Bill, for
it is obvious to all hon. memhers who take an
intorcet in the question. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Homn. P. Collier, debate ad.
journed. )

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL {(Hon. T. P. .
Draper—West Perth) [9-5) in moving the second
reading said : This is a small amendmont of
the existing Act, which waa passed in 1917. It
is to make some additional provisions which
oscaped notice when the Act was passed. The
object of the existing Act is to onable members o1
the Australian forces suffering from shell shock,
or other injuries necessitating mental treatment,
to escape coming under the Lunacy Act or being
subject to the stigma of lunacy. Under the
existing Aect of 1917 the soldiers were permitted
to be received into certain institutions, or re.
coeived as ladgers in licensed -housss, without being
dsclared to be [upaties. The stigma of lunacy
was.avoided, but-no.provision was made-in.regard.,
to their property. Under the Lunacy Act,
1903, the Master in Lunacy has the control and
management, subject to the orders of the Court,
of all property of persons declared to be insane
or declared by the court to be incapable of
managing their own affairs. Before o soldier's
property could be taken care of by the Master
‘in Lunacy an order would have to be obtained
by the court to the effect that the soldier was
incapable of managing his own affairs. The
object of the Bill is to avoid that necessity.
Under the Aot of 1917 members of the forces
can be received for medicel treatment into a
hospitel for the insane, or & reception house,
or & licensed house, and they can also be received’
to board or lodge with certain persons awthorised
to take charge of them., The Bill provides
that in the cace of any persoh greceived into
any of theee licensed institutions for the purpos
of bheing boarded or kept, the Master in Lunacy
oan look after that person’s property without
any application to the court to declare the
soldier  incapable = of managing his own
affairs. Western Australis was the first State
to paes an Act of the naturs of the Adt
of 1917 and it wae in consequence of our
baving passed it that the Federal Govern-
ment communciated with us and pointed out
that it was desirable to extend the provisions
of the Act so as to apply to the contrél of pro-
perty. That is the Sole object of the Bill. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed,
Bill read a recond time.

In Commitiee. )
Mr. Muneie in the Chair ; the Attorney General
in charge of the Bill. )
Clause 1—agreed to,
Clausé 2—-Addition of new section of the
prinoipal Act: :
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" Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Does this apply to
8 doldier suffering from shell shock but who is
still meaintained in his own home amongst his
own relatives ! Is such a man to be deemed
Incapable, and will his affairs have to be managed
by the Master in Lunacy instead of by the soldier's
own relatives ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : A soldier only

¢omes under purview of the Act when he is received
into a home to board subject to the regulations, or
where hé-is received for treatment in s hospital
for the insane, s reception house, or licensed
house. A man, living with his own people and
not subjoct to.the regulations, would not come
under the Act.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : Would not it be possible
for an injustice to be done to the dependants
regarding the estate of a soldier suffering from
mpttal disorder? Tho clause will give power
to tho superintendent''to manage the estate and
make provision for the soldier's board and
lodging. There is no stipulation limiting the
amount that may be charged for the accom-
modation provided. The dependants should ke
protected, .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Such a man
would be received under the Aet of 1917, and
this Bill provides that the Master in Lunacy
may take charge of his property without an order
from the court.

‘Mr. O’Loghlen: He would deduct the cost
of board and lodging. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Master
in Lunacy has power, under the Lunacy Act,
to apply the estate of anyone who is insane
towarda his maintonance. .

Mr. O'Loghlen : What is the amount allocated ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I do not think
there is & fired socale. . .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : When a aoldier returns
from ovorseas, he is dealt with by the medical
officers of the Defence IDepartment. These
officors might declare him an incapable person,
and take stopa to put him in a home, as provided
by the Act. The man might be temporarily
suffering from shell shock, and his relatives
might be averse to having him placed under the
Lunacy Act. Meanwhile the soldier is in the
army, and his relatives would not have any
sy whatever in the matter. He could .be de-
clared an incapable peraon, and the Master
in Lunacy could take control of his estate,
irvespective of the relatives’ wishes. If a man
were discharged, and his relatives desired that
he should be taken cere of, it would be a different
thing, I have heard of soldiers being sent to
the Wooroloo sanatorium without their parents
being consulted at all. In fact, in one rase
they were not even informed. The same would
apply to lunacy. The control of the man’s
affairs would have passed from him.

Mr. Pickering: Would not he be reinstated
if he' recovered ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Yes, but once & man
comes under the Lunacy Act, God knows when
he will get away from it, I have letters from
Strommess complaining that, when the doctors
vigit that institution, thay merely pass by with-
out examining the patients. No doubt these
men wore mentally incapable when they re.
turned, but they have now recovered, and they
find it difficult to gét out of the institution. If
4 men ig quiet and takes no notice of ‘things,
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he iz permitted to remain in the institution. If
ko is noisy, the doctors consider him mad ;
atherwise he would not be noisy. If such &
man remains with his parents; it would be wrong
to take away the control from them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The power is
not compuleorily vested in the Mastor in Lunacy.
That official can act only by direction or order
of the court. If the relatives of the soldier
pointed out the circumstences to the court, no
doubt an order would be made that the relatives
should lock after his property. The Master in
Lunacy is stipulated in case there is no one
else to act. Some soldiers’ memories are not
too good and, unless they have relatives, their
property is liable to be neglected. This power
is merely for the Master to take charge in cases
of necessity. I would refer the member for
Forrest to Section 138 of the Lunacy Act, which
stipulates that the estate of an insane person
ghall be applied first to the payment of his debts,
then to the repayment of expenses chargeable
to the estate, then to his maintenance, and to the
maintenance of his wifs and children, and so on.

Hon. P, COLLIER: One can understand
that there might be circumstances, under which
it would be advisable to give the Master in Lunacy
the power to menage tho estate of a person in
one of these institutions. It might have been
ag well to have allowed those cases to take their
ordinary course. These was a strong senti-
mental objection to anyone, who had becomes
unbalanced through service at the war, being
declared insane, but now we are extending the
law to place such persons, not entirely on the
same footing as others who have bacome insane,
but to declare them incapable within the meaning
of the Lunacy Act of 1903. This will give the
Master in Lunacy power, if necessary, to manage
their estates. If a man has no near relatives
to do that, it might be of advantage. I am not
sure that the instithition provided for returned
goldiers is all wa could wish it to be, Most of
thern are at Stromness, not all; the wiolent.
cases having been- removed to the Claremont
hogpital, where there is proper accommodation
to mannge them. I should like to know what
chance thoso men have of getting out once they
are sent. to Stromness. Many of them are not
insane in the ordinary acceptation of the term.
They are metely unbelanced, and in many caszes
a period of rest, peace, and calm restores them
to their normal condition. After all T heve
heard, it would be well if the select committee
now sitting inquired into this matter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have not power to
inquire into the Stromness' institution.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I am sorry that was not
included. Some men, who have recovered
gufficiently to be released, are being detained
beyond the time necessary.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The doctor stays an
hour to an hour and a-half a day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am sorry that the
doctor merely walks through such an institution,
and does not make anything which can be ds.
soribed as an oxamination. He must rely vpon
the reports that are made by the officer in charge.
T have heard of men who have been in Stromness
for several months, but have never been ex.
amined by a medical officer or even apoken to
by one. This makes it all the more necessary
that there should be frequent and careful ‘ex-
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aminations of patients thers, because of the
circamstences under which they bave entered
the institution. I also lmow of cases in which
the Master in Lunacy has exercised his powers
iIn connection with the properties of patients
at the Claremont institution, the result of which
has not been of benefit to the patients concerned.
H, however, it is wise that we should confer this
power upon the Master in Lunacy in connection
with the properties of bundreds of patients in
the Claremont institution it is probably also
necessary to confer the pov er upon him to handle
the proportias of our mentally affected roturned
soldiers and sailors.

Mr. PICKERING - Yt may be very essential
that the Magter in Lunacy should have the power
that it is proposed to give him under this Bill.
A patient may not have any relatives to look
after his property, and in any case it would be
bett]t:r that the Master in Lunacy should do the
work.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agread to.

Bill roported without amendment and the
roport adopted. ‘

BILL—FPEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F. T.
Broun—Beverley) |9-37) in moving the second
reading said : This is & Bill to amend the Pearling
Act of 1912, an Act which was assented to on
tho 1st April of that year. It amended and
consolidated the existing Act relating to pearls
and pearl shell fisherics. At the time the Act
was passed it was considered that it contained
gll the provisions necessary for the satisfactory
control and regulation of the pearling industry.
In practice it has been found that there are
certain defects in the Act, hence the amending
Bil now being brought forward. The pearl

shell industry in Western Australia is o most

important one. Western Australia produces more
than balf the pear] shell used in the world. The
world’s production is a little over 2,000 tons a
year, and out of this Western Australia produces
something like 1,400 tons. During the War
the production of pearlshell in this State unfor
tunately decreased. Frior to the war the in-
dustry was expanding from year to year, until
1913, or two years prior to the war. the number
of persons employed in the industry was 2,663,
At that time there were more white employees
connected with the industry than ever before.
In 1909 there wer. 148 white people emplosed in
it, and in 1914 this number had .increased to
279. Bince the war the number has dwindled
down to 79. After the outbreak of hostilities
meny men who were engaged in the industry
volunteered for active service, and this secounts
for the paucity of the numbers of those who are
left. In 1913-14 the maximum production of
pear] and pearisholl was reached, and the value
of the output was, for pearls £84.000, and poarl-
shell £237,000, a total of over £3¢0,000 for
the year. The year after war broke ocut the
value of pearls discovered was £12,568, and the
value of the shell recovered was £117,433. Last
year pearls to the value of £48,116 were recovered,
and pearlshell to the value of £180,310 was
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exported. In order to assist pearlers during
the war the Government guaranteed certain
advances on pearls and pearlshell It was
necessary to do this because there was very
little opening for the disposal of shell from
Wostern Australia, and prices dropped consider-
ably. The Government feared that the effect
upon the industry would be so disastrous as
to be fetal. The banks made the advances
while the GoVernment guarsnteed the money.
In consequence of the .g;;late guarantee, buyers
increased their prices. The first guarantee was
made in 1917 when £125 per ton was guaranteed
for Broome shell, and £8 & ton for Shark Bay
shell.  On the advice of their experts the Covern-
ment guarantee on Broome shell was subee
quently increased to £146. PBuyers again io-
creased their prices, and there was very little
demand. for Government assistance. TIn all,
the Government guaranteed £11,953, of which
£2,680 has been repaid. A big proportion of the
shell for' which the gusrantec was given has
now reached the Nld Country, and when it is
sold the Government will be recouped so that
there will be very little owing. Tt may be neces-
sary for the Government to considor the question
of guaranteeing a little longer an amount per
ton for the shell produced. Af present the pros
pects were never brighter for the industry.
During the last few days we have received a
telogram from the inspector who says that a
considerable quantity of Broome shell has been
sold for £215 per ton, which is very satisfactory.
There are very good prospects before the in-
dustry, and we hope before long to see the
number of licenses increased and more capital
put into it. ‘We also believe that the output
will soon be greater per annum than at any
time in the history of the indnstry. I do not
think it is necessary to say anything further
in regard to the measure, but I will shortly
explain the clauses in the Bill so that hon, mem-
bers may better understand the measure when
it reaches the committee stage. Clause 2 is
an amendment of Section 5 of the principal
Act. The amendment is necessary to define
the limits of tropical waters adjacent to Weatern
Australia. The area so defined may be paid to
include all that water as shown npon the ordinary
map of Weatern Australia, but extending as
far South as just below Shark Bay only. Clause 3
gives greater power to the licensing officers to
make inquiries in connection withk applications
for licenses and more particularly with ship
licenses. Clause 4 amends Sections 13 and 15
of the principal Act. These amendments are
consequential. Clause 6 is & new provision which
deals with the removal of a “ghip » license as
from one “ship” fo another. Under the prin.
cipal Act a ship license may be transforred as
from one person to another, but there was no
provision for the removal of a license as from
one ‘‘ship” to another. If a boat was loat or
destroyed an owner was not allowed to transfer
the license. The Bill makes provision that that
may be done. Clause 7 amends Section 42 of the
principal Act which provides for the closure of
portions of pearlshell arcas, and a penalty is
provided for a contravention of any such order.
Clause 8 amsnds Section 80. That section pro-
hibits unlicensed persons morth of the 27th
parallel of South latitude from selling pearls to
u licensed dealer and similarly no licensed dealer
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ehall buy from an unlicensed perzon. In practice,
however, it has been found that an unlcensed
person may deliver to a licensed pearl dealer,
for sale, pearls, and a licensed dealer may receive
these and subsequently sell them. The clause
will prohibit that. Clanss 9 relates to pearls
being sent out of the State. The amendment
aims at the more direct supervision of dealings
in pearls and the suppression of illicit pearl
dealing. At the present time pearls may be
exported or sent out of the State without re-
striction as regards a notification to the inspector.
The clause will not apply, however, to what might
be termed second-band pearls, namely, pearls
previously exported, or to pearls found outside

Australian waters adjacent to Western Australia

Clause 10 relates to section 64, At the present
time while that section provides for the registered
place of business of a licensed dealer, Section 58
provides that no pearl desler's license shall be
granked or transferred to a person who is licensed
to sell intoxicating liquor under a publican's
general, wayside house, Australian wine and
beer or Australian wine license. It does not
prohibit the sale of pearls at a registered place
of business which is portion of other business
premises. Except in the case of banks it is
thought that the registered place of business
for pearl dealing should be apart from other
business premises; hence the
Clause 11 provides for the agent of a pearl dealer
to be licensed. Under existing conditions a
pearl deuler may, by registering certain places
of business, employ unlicensed persons to deal
in pearls on his behalf. A pearl dealer licensed
at Broome may register places of business in the
pearling centres s far south as Shark Bay, and
under the one license employ several persons to
der] on his behalf, That is considered unde-
girable. The smendment provides for the
licensing of all agents or deputies. Clause 12
amends Sections 84 and 88. By BSection 74 of
the principal Act all " pearl fishers™ are to be
employed under agreement in the proeseribed
form which must he read and expleined in the
presence of & superintendent and attested by
s superintendent. In Sections 84 and 88 the
words “*inspector ” and “ magistrate ’ appesr,
and as their use leads to confusion, it is considered
that they should be deleted and the word
“ guperintendent " substituted. Clause 13 pro-
vides the fees which are to be charged. The
geale s idenbical with that chargeable under
the Merchant Shipping Act. Clause 14 amends
Seotion 94 which provides for the search of pre-
mises, hut not of persons or offects. In dealing
with matters connected with illioit pearl dealing,
it froquently becomes nocessary that a person
or his effecta be searched, but under existing
conditions an inspector has no statutory power
to act in that dirsction. The amendment will
overcome that difficulty. Clanse 15 provides
for the issue of beach combers' licenses. In
the past beach corabers’ did not pay anything.
At the present time persons cleaning, cutting
or working pearls are not required to be licensed,
Several porsons are so employed north of the
27th parallel and it iz oconsidered desirable that
the operations of those persons be placed more
directly under departmental supervision. For
the more efficient supervision of the industry it
is considered desirable that all persons dealing
in poacl shell north of the 27th perallel should

amendment. -
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be licensed. The clause is intended to prohibit
the purchase of pearl shell from persons who
do not hold one or other of the pearling licenses
under the Act. It is proposed also to widen the
powers of i.nsFeotors in regard to inquiries from
licensed pearl dealers. Clause 18 provides an
amendment to strengthen the hands of inspectors
making inquiries. The amendment by Clause 17
i5 necesssry to bring the whols of the section in
the Act into line. Clauso 18 amends Section
104, and provides for the making of regulations
with regerd to the limitation of the amount
of money which may be lawfully carried or kept
on any poarling ship. There can be but little
doubt that & considerable amount of whatever
illicit pearl buying takes place is carried on at
sea, whilst tho pearling vessels are being operatod.
In an endeavour to minimise the practice it is
considered desirable that action as indicated
in the amendment be taken. Clause 20 provides
for the increase of the pearl dealer’s fee from
£10 to £50. The object of the low fee was to
encourage the amaller buyers. Experience, how-
ever, has shown that fow, if any, small men
participate in pearl dealing. 8o far as wo know
thero is no objection to the inerease, the number
.of liconses in existonce is only 13. Clanse 21
amends the sixth schedule. In the interasts
of all concerned, it is considered that the carrying
of a dinghy should be made compulsory, Clause
23 sets out the scale of fees to be charged under
part 3 of the Aect. When the Bill is in committee
if hon, membery desire any further information
I shall be pleased. to supply it. 1 move—

That, the Bill be now read s second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—ANZAC DAY,
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from 2nd October.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (East Fremantle)
[9-55): Personally, T have no objection to the
Bill. There is nc doubt as the member for
Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) stated, that other
days could be mentioned as euitable, but I do
not think that any would be more appropriate
than Anzac day, It was the first time that
the Australian troops went into action and made
themeelves famous throughout the world, I
think, however, that tho list of public holidays
in this State. should be reviewed. Many will
realise that & large number of persons who are
termed oasual workers have to lose payment
for those days on which they are not permitted
to work. Consequently they are not able to
take part in the enjoyments which are provided
in the same manner as those who are engaged
in the Public Service and other institutions.
I know of one publio holiday that we eould well
do without. Perhaps I will be ¢onsidered dis-
loyal if I refer to it. I cannot help thinking,
however, that the King's birthday as a holiday
should be abolished. It was a surprising matter
to me, when I first came to Australia, to find
that it was observed as a holiday out here. In
England it is nover regarded as a holiday, nor
yot the Prince of Wales' birthday. I remember
on one occasion when I returned to England
from Australia I was in London and I wanted
to ses & cousin of mine who was employed in
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the Government offices at Whitehall. It was
the Prince of Wales’ birthday, and I was walking
about all day not knowing where to find him,
Towards four o'dlock in the afternoon, however,
I considered it advisable to ask whether the
Government officea were open. The person I
agked oxprossed surprise when I told him that
on agoount of the Prince of Wales' birthday L
expected the officea to be closed and he wanted
to know what part of the world I had come from.
I did not know any better.
surprise when I told him thet in Australia the
King's birthday and Prince of Wales’ birthday
were public holidays. Something should be
done to limit the number of public holidays in
this Siate. There ig actually one public holiday
on the first June, and another public holiday on
the 3rd June ; 8o that, a8 the Publio Service Aot
stands, the two first Mondays in June cen be
olaimed #3 public holidsys. I would not mind
public holidays so much if everyone wera put on
the same basis in respoot of them. Before grant-
ing apecial holidays under the Publioc Service Aot,
the Government should seriously oconsider that
such action tends to the claiming of the same
holideys in businesa establishments, Now, the
probability is that half of the employees in &
business establishment are so called “ casual
workers,” whose pay cesses immediately the
establishment closes. From this cense a great
deal of hardship is entailed on such * casual
workera” At all’ events;, “we ‘ought~ to~have &
day to commemorate the splendid work of our
goldiers in this war, and personally I know of no
bettor day for that purpose than Anzac day.
Accordingly I have much pleasure in supporting
‘the second reading of the Bill,
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

"Mr. Munsie in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Amendment of Schedule fo 48
Viet. No., 9, Section 64 of 1904, No, 41:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Now that we are
adding another day to the list of Public
-Bervice holidays, we should eonsider whether
we might not take awny one that already
exists,

The' Attoiney General: It eannot be done
in this Bill,

Hon, P, COLLIER: I suppose not. If we
go on for ever udding at one end,
without eutting off at the other, the list will
some ddy be uncomscionably long.  Under
Section 64 of the Public Serviee Act there
are the following Public Serviee holidays:,
New Year’s day, Good Friday, Easter eve,
Easter Monday, Christmas day, the 26th
December, the anniversary of the birthday
of the Sovereign, Foundation day, Procla-
mation day, and also any days which the
Governor may appoint and which shall be
notified in the ‘‘Government Gazette'' as
public holidays. And we know that very sel-
Jom a year goes past without the Govern-
ment granting a few days additional to that
list in the Public .Service Act.

(31}
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the policy of ‘‘Produce’’ is abroad in the
land, now that we are being exhorted on
every side to work more and longer and
harder, I want-te see more work done by
redueing the number of public holidays,
Thie would be in accordance with Mr.
Hughes’s policy. I should like an assurance
from the Attormey General that if we can-
not delete a public holiday in this Bill, he
will consider the advisability of bringing
down an amendment of the TPublic Service
Aect for that purpose. :

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am surprised that
this Bill containg no provision for every re-
turned soldier in the Government serviee
being paid in respect of this holiday, We
know the invidious distinction between the
wages staff and the salaried staff in respect
of holidays: the latter are paid for certain
holidays, while the wages men are not paid.

Hon. P. Collier: But the wages ataff get
12 days.

Mr. WILLCOCK: A soldier on the wages
staft would not be paid for Anzaec day even
if he helped to make that day.

The Minister for Worke: The Govern.
ment will give the hon. member’s suggestion
very full consideration.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is surprising that
the Government did not give the matter con-
sideratiom wher drafting the Bill. If there
is anyone who deserves a paid holiday on
Anzac day, it ia the soldier who fought in

“the war. Actually, as the Bill stands a pub-

lic- servant on the salaried staff who was not
in the war at all would get paid on Anzac
day, while a returned soldier on the wages
staff would not.

Mr. Jones: I would make it compulsory
for the private employér to pay the aoldier
for that' holiday, too. :

Mr. WILLCOCK: I also favour that. T
am prepared, at all events, to move amn
amendment to the effect that every returned
solier in the Government service shdll re-
ceive one day's pay for Anzac day. How-
ever, I suppose such an amendment could
not be moved .without a measage from' ‘the
Goveruor.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The point raised by
‘the hon. member opens up & very important
phase of the holiday question, The men on
the wages staff in the Railway Department
and other branches nf the Public Service get
12 paid holidays in the year. The salaried

-gtaffs get a fortnight’s holiday and most of

those other 12 days as well.

Mr. Rocke: And they work 38 hours a
week.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not nervous as
to how the returned soldier in the service of
the State will get on in respect of Anzac
day, for the power and influence of the
R.S5.A. will practieally compel payment for
that day; bot I am concerned about all
those returned soldiers who are in private
employment, only a wvery few of whom will
find Anzac day a paid holiday.

The Minister for Works: We cannot deal
with that. - ;
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Unfortunately, no.
« Parliament has no power to compel a pri-
vate employer to make it a paid holiday.
The great majority of the married returned
aoldiers will look with apprehension on a so-
called holiday for which they are not to be
paid. I do not see what we can do about
the holiday for the returned soldiers not in
the State servicee. Weo ought to do every-
thing possible to make Anzac day a real
hotiday {for all soldiers, but I am much
afraid that these in private employment will
have to go without their pay if they take the
day off. It should be moticed, too, that the
effect of the Bill will be to give another paid
holiday to about 14,000 men, not returned
soldiers, in the Publie Service.

My, PICKERING: In my view something
ought to be done for the retwrned soldiers
on the land. ‘Most certainly they ought to
be allowed to participate in the holiday, but
I do not sce how they are to be paid for
time lost. -

The ATTORNIAY GENERAL: It is not
within the purview of the Bill to attempt to
compel private employers to pay their em-
ployees for Anzac day. I cannot give to the
Hounse any pledge in regard to the payment
of wages men in the service of the State for
Anzae day. The leader of the Oppogition
was on safe ground when he declared that
we had too many holidays already. Another
unsatisfactory phase of the question pre-
sents itself when different sections of the
community do mot agree as to holidays, the
hanks celebrating one day, the Public Ber-
vice another, and the Supreme Court a third.
The whole guestion of public holidays is' now

being- considered by the Government. T be-
-leve that the number of helidays ought not
to be-increased.

Hon, P, Collier: It is 14 years since the
present list was drawn up.

The ATTOBNEY GENERAL: Anzae
day being made a public holiday it.is de-
sirable that one of the other holidays should
‘be saerificed to make room for it.

Clanse put and passed. -
Title—agreed to,

Bi]l reported without amendment, and the
report adopted. .

BILL—MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT .
APPLICATION ACT AMENDMENT, .
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd October,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.30]: I find that this Bill meets
Wwith the general appréval of those engaged
‘in shipping. My attention has been_ drawn
to the point that, not only should the pro-
‘perty of deceased sailors who leave no, de-
'pendants be transferred to the State revemne
but Jikewis¢ the amount of fines or forfeiture
of wWages imposed while the men are away
from_the port of Western Australia. It ap-
-pehre that this rung into a tairly large gum,
though it will not be very great for Westarn
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Auvstralia’at present, owing to the dearth of
oversea shipping. Still, this money is being
paid in in the same way as the property
provided for in this Bill.- I hope the Attor-
ney General will look into that phase of the
question and, if possible, include the amount
of fines and forfeiture of wages. I suppott
fhe second reading. '

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second thme.

BILL—SLAUGHTER OF CAL'VES
RESTRICTION,

In Committee.

Resumed from the 2nd Oectober. M,
Stubbs in the Chair; the Honorary Minister
in charge of the Bijl

Clausés 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Prohibition of slanghter of
female calves in Jistriets:

Hoir. P. COLLIER: Is not there a possi-

bility ‘of the object of the Bill being de-
feated by the limitation of six months?
. The HONORARY MINISTER: When a
leifer calf has reachedl the age of six
months, it iz more profitable to sell for dairy
stock than to the butcher for slaughter.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

" [The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without mnendment and the
report adopted. .ot

A '
- '

BILL-—TRADING' CONCERNS.
Becond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2nd September.
Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [10:35]: Tt
seems remarkable that at this late hour the
Government should bring down a Bill to estab-

lish certain undertakings ak trading.concerns,
after pome of them have practically outlived

-their usefulnesd. 8o far ag L have been able to

ascertain frem the public accounts for last
year--this year’s have  ndt .yet been sub-
mitted—each and every one of those con-

-.cerns, with the exceptfion 'of the Busselton

butter faetory, which is not mentioned in the

last public accounts,- shows a loss,

The Premier:
yards do not.

Mr. MUNSIE: T find that the Kalgoorlie
abattoirs show a credit of £21 but, with that
exception, the whole of them show a loss.

No, the metropolitan sale

“The Government refrigerating works, Perth,

show n loss 6f £124. 'The Government now

“wish to place thése works under the Trading
‘Concerng At

If it had not been for the
wool, ‘the. Government ‘refrigerating works in
Perth ‘woild ‘have "been pulled’ down three
Jeary ago. Not-only willithese works show

g loés of £124 pelkt yelir but if the condi-
‘tions* of the Trading:

oricerns - Act are ap-
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plied to them, thay vnl]\ show a loss of nearly
£1,000.

The Minister for Works If t.ha loss 13
there, it is better to show it and know if.

Mr. MUNSIE: The conditions of ‘the
l’l‘rad.mg Concerns Act are not -fair. Tt is
inot fair to place such .a concern under: thab
“Act as the Aet stands at present. 'I oppose
-thig Bill and the attempt to bring these con-
cerns under the Aet. The Trading Concerns
Act provides that the capital expenditure on
the works must be taken into consideration.
1f we take the capital cost of the Perth re-
"frigerating works and allow, as the Act.pro-
vides, interest on.that capital, how much loss
“will be shown on the absolutely dilapidated
and worn out stores as they exist to-Bayf

The Minister for Works: If we have them
under the Trading Concernz Act, we can
‘deal with them as a tradiog concern,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister could have
found many other business undertakings to
bring uoder the Act. This has been a busi-
ness undertaking ever since its establish-
. ment. Why should it be brought under the
Trading Coneerns Ae¢t now that it is old
and worn out and cannot possibly pay?
[There is no right to bring the whole of these
coneernl under the Aect.

The Minister for Works: We have the
_right to do se fo ascertain their position
properly and to deal with them properly.

. Mr, MUNSIE: Why did net the Minister
jnclude all the trading concerns now classed
,a48 business undertakings$ = In my opinion
,the Government have picked out certain con-
«cerns which for years, ever sinee their es-

stablishment, have shown a loss, and placed
tkem under the State Trading Concerna Aet -

in order to prove next year that the State

strading concerns are a bigger failure than

ever, -
1 The Minister for Works: Nothmg of the
vkind.

v, Mr. MUNSIE: That is wha.t this !B.dl
‘vwill bring - about, whether the Mlmster' in-
-tends it or not. ‘

# 1 The Minister for Works There was Do

. -such intention. R

+ Mr: MUNSIE: Tt is intended to prove
+that these conceris are not a sucecess, ‘and it
“will . be used as an argument against 'the
* Government entering into any other~ State
trading concern, to show how mué¢h they have

* gone behind. Last year the Governinent Re- -

“frigerating Works showed a loss of £124. In
‘Tegard to the Government markets, the auth-

-origation was complefed yesrs ago for pull- -

"ing them down, and now the Minister wants
, to bring them fn as Sta.ta trading concern.
_"The building in which' they are is old' and
* d]lap1dated Why pick out these itenis, which
last year showed a loss of £338% When this
Z ‘doncern is bronght under the State Trading
" Concerns Act it will skiow & loss of £3 ,006,
The Minister for Works: I would 1ot . :B8Y
as much ss that. ‘

""" 'Mr. MUNSIE: If we take into consudera-

;tmn the interest on .eapital expended..om.tha -
.Perth- markets I feel sure they will.ghow'a .

.Joss pf £3,000, which. is not right. Last year

Minjsters contradicting each other.
‘other institution is the metropolitan abattoirs
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the met.ropohtan abattoirs end sale: yards

_showed: d loss of £454. -If there is dny item

that has been scheduled: for years past as a
buginess undertaking that is more entitled to
be kept uwnder that heading it m.thls par-
ticular concern,

:The Mmlster for Works:
nght :
‘Mr. MUNSIE: Then why bring it under
thie State Trading Comcerns Act, unless for
the purpose of diserediting State trading
concerns¥ The Prenuer, when an hon. mem-
ber wag speaking in oppesition to, the. Bill,
interjected that the object of brmgmg thesa
items on the schedule wnder the State Trad-
ing Comcerns Aet was that they were com-
petitiveinstitotions. '

The Premier: ' So théy sre, * -

The Minister for Works: You misunder-
stood him,

Mr. MUNRBIE:

It will be ‘all

Here again we hive two
‘What

and sale yards in competition with? I do
not know of any private firms in competition
with them. The Abattoirs Act was intro-
duced to give them complete control dver
undertakings of this kind, With what other
private concern are the Kalgoorlié abattoirs
competing? The Government have an abso-
late monopoly there. The markets are prob-
ably the only concern which is a competi-
tive one, beecause there are other markets in
Perth. I trust the House will oppose. the
‘Bill. T do not think it is giving’ thé. State
trading concerns a feir dedl to pick out five
items hke this, four of which are shown on

*last year’s public accounts to have made a

dn-ect ‘logs, and they have done so aver ginge

have been in the Hoiise. The total logs
show:x on theser items last year was £895, T
hope Lon. members will throw out the Bill,
unless the Minister gives a better reason for
mtroduemg it, In my opinion he gave no
. sobnd ‘reason for its introduction, and only
sa!.d that it was in order to get a better idea
for ‘the control and, management. of these
coneerns I thmk however, that. tha reason
'y ,have given for its mtroductmn is the cor-.
rect one.

On motion by Mr, Lutey debate ad;journed

ADJdtTR‘\'MENT——ROYAi. SHOW.
, The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mltchell—Nor-
tham) [10.48]: I move—

That the House. at,.its rising ndJoum
until 4.30 p.m. on Thursday next.

Questmn put and pa.ssed

Housa adgom'ned at 10.49 pm iy

Vay s PRSI



